NEWSLETTER
FRIDAY 13TH MARCH 2020

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS

Thank you to those who donated to the
NSPCC following their visit; we managed to
raise £1249.65! Well done all!

Coronavirus
School Update
From Monday, we will be
attempting to keep as many
parents as feasibly possible
from entering all school
buildings. Please “Kiss and
Drop” where possible or be
prepared to hand over
children to staff outside the
door of the school buildings.
At the end of the school day,
this is a little more difficult as
it is so busy, but we would
appreciate your help and
support in trying to keep the
school environment as safe as
possible.

Prep School
Next week:
Tuesday 17th March
Thursday 19th March

Associated Board Music Exams in Rendall Room all day
Trinity Music Exams in Horsham

Year 3
Year 3 have been learning how to tell the time
in Maths. They played a board game together
to help them learn and the pupils got very
competitive!

Year 4
Year 4 have also been creating their initials
in an Illuminated Letter. They have learnt
that when monks converted Anglo Saxons
to Christianity, they would hand- write
manuscripts, often using illuminated letters
as a way of communicating a story or
message to those who could not read.

This week Year 4 were learning about massthe measure of how heavy an object is. They
are estimating the mass of objects around
the classroom and then weighing them
using scales.

On Thursday, Year 5 went back in time to the
period when Great Britain was at war; World
War 2! They had a wonderful opportunity to
look at artefacts from that time as well as
listening to a genuine air raid siren. The
children took part in First Aid activities where
they had to use WW2 stretchers as well as
using Stirrup Pumps to aim at fire targets. It
was a wonderful day and they came away
knowing a little bit more about this era of
history!

Year 5

House Stars
Newton
Rendall
Sale
Workman

Good Manners Table

135
176
123
130

3CC
3HJ
4TC
4AH

This week Year 6 have been looking at how world
trade works and showing their entrepreneurial spirit!
They used the resources and equipment that their
country had (or managed to get!) to hit the trading
floor in the ‘shapes sector’ and trade with other
countries to see who would be the most profitable.
Watch out world!

Anastasia
Grygorii
Michael
Ethan

Year 6

Year 6's challenge this week in Drama was
to create characters using props. They
had to think about how they would
talk/walk from just one piece of clothing
and had fun switching characters!

Arun presents his Bill as the Chapel is transformed
into Parliament
We live in a democratic society, which means that we all
have a say in how the country is run. Our Parliament is
made up of the House of Commons and the House of
Lords and these two Houses have the important jobs of
challenging the work of the government, debating and
shaping new laws, and debating the big issues of the day.
Year 7 will be learning more about how the government has
shaped our society over the coming weeks, and will be
debating some of their own big ideas: ‘Should the voting
age be reduced from 18 to 16 for all nations in the UK?’;
‘Should buses and trains be free for children aged 16 and
under?’; ‘Should school kitchens be allowed to provide fried
food for children and staff?’ It’s all up for debate!

Year 7

Pre-Prep & Nursery

Nursery

Pippins and Acorns class
have been learning about
animals and camouflage. We
made some pictures and
used the same colours and
patterns as each animal.
Then we made some
camouflage binoculars and
went on a jungle safari in
Forest Fun.

Reception
With Mother’s Day approaching fast we have started
to paint pictures of our Mummies. We have been
thinking about facial features including the colouring
of hair, eyes and skin. In ICT we have used a paint
programme to design our own wrapping paper.
We have been focussing on telling the time this week
in Maths, playing what’s the time Mr Wolf and making
paper plate clocks.
Thank you for all the junk modelling that has been
coming into school ready for farm-making next week!

This week we have been working on doubling numbers and
noticing the patterns that the answers make – such as two
odd numbers make an even number. We have also begun to
work out answers to near doubles ( ‘next door neighbour’
numbers) using cubes and numberlines to help us.We have
written stories in the style of Chris Wormell ( our visiting
author) and had great fun personalising our own stories
including ourselves as the main character ie ‘Joseph and the
Night Monster’! Both classes have enjoyed making natural
material pictures in our Forest School lessons and they really
worked well in teams to make an recognisable end product –
so different to the beginning of the year!

Year 1

Stars of the Week
Rec JD

Rupert

Beautiful, enthusiastic reading!

Rec JB

Elliot

Improvement in reading and writing, and
being neat.

Yr 1 HL

Josiah

Beautiful detailed painting of Mummy!

Yr 1 CF

Amber

Much better independence in all areas

Yr 2 DP

Emily

Yr 2 OS

Ethan

Hard work and excellent newspaper
report!
Determination and precision with water
colour painting

Good Manners Table
These children showed that they all do have
lovely ‘indoor’ voices!
2OS
2DP
1CF
1HL
RecJD
RecJB

Aidan
Sandro
Luke
Arianna
Evangelina
Freya

Next Week
Friday

Mother’s Day Services – unfortunately both services have been cancelled,
however we will be filming a special Oaks and Pre-Prep service which will be
made available to all parents.
Please also look out for your portrait drawings coming home soon!

Another busy week in Year 2. We have been spending
time preparing for the Mother’s Day service which is
now sadly cancelled, so later next week we shall try to
share with you what we were doing. Some of the art
work we have been doing is ‘Secret Squirrel’ so watch
this space! In Literacy we spent our time being
transported back to 1666 and writing an article for the
London Gazette, relaying the disastrous events of the
Great Fire of London. We had to ensure that we used
the past tense and talked about what had happened
not what is happening. In Science Yr2 OS learnt how
to waterproof materials; we had great fun seeing
which materials were permeable and which
impermeable! We then set about waterproofing our
material using a variety of waxes. Yr2 DP were in
Forest School cooking (and eating!) damper bread!
The firefighters from East Grinstead Fire Department
came to visit and we were able to see how much
improvement has been made with the fire service of
today compared to 1666, our modern fire engines are
far more efficient than Keeling’s fire engines!

Year 2

Life Coaching

Recently, a loved-one introduced me to the joys of Terry
Pratchett. What joy! He writes with such wisdom and insight into young
people. If you read to/with your child (wonderful) or if you have
Audible, I cannot recommend his books enough. Just for entertainment, here a few
quotes I have come across regarding children:
... As far as she could see, children mostly argued, shouted, ran around very fast, laughed
loudly, picked their noses, got dirty and sulked. Any seen dancing and skipping and singing
had probably been stung by a wasp.
(WFM)
… Nanny believed that a bit of thrilling and pointless terror was an essential ingredient of
the magic of childhood.
(WS)
And topical, as I talk (as a Life Coach rather than a teacher) to some of the students
about puberty (a bit of neuroscience and biology plus a bit of ‘how do we manage our
parents at this difficult time for all of us):
He was vaguely aware that childhood was a tricky business, especially toward the end.
There was all the business with pimples and bits of your body having a mind of their own.
(SM)

LAMDA

Boarding

Our Boarders had a fascinating trip to the Gatwick
Aviation Museum last Sunday. Everyone enjoyed an
interesting guided tour of the aeroplanes, dressed up
as pilots in the cockpit and gained certificates for
successfully flying and landing in the simulator. A very
happy visit!
The boarders also had a wonderful evening around a
campfire last week, roasting marshmallows and other
treats!

Sports
The U11A’s eventually got to play in their IAPS competition
today! We came up against some tough schools that
afternoon. We got better throughout the tournament, but some
schools were too tall for us and unfortunately we didn’t get the
results that we wanted.The girls tried their best and never gave
up all day. Well done girls.

Congratulations to all the Year 2 children (19 in
total) who competed in a hard fought 7-round
Delancey Rapidplay tournament over the last two
months. With each of the seven matches taking up
to 45 minutes to complete, this is a tremendous test
of concentration, patience and skill for children of
this age and the standard of chess visibly improved
over the course of the competition. In a nail-biting
final round thriller, it proved impossible to separate
the top three players as all of them finished with 6
wins and one loss (19/21). Consequently it was a
pleasure to see Mrs Swadling give out three 1st
place trophies to Aidan B, Maddy L and Samuel S, all
of whom automatically progress to the Megafinal
stage of the Delancey UK Chess Challenge to be
held in Hassocks on 2nd May 2020. Such was the
quality of chess played by many of the players who
did not quite make the podium that another six
players qualified for the Megafinal including Sandro
G, Caleb J, Isla C-J, Zara M, Clea P and Ethan H.

Chess

On Sunday, Hurst hosted The Sussex In2Hockey
Championship tournament, which comprised all the
top hockey clubs in Sussex. Rachel played her usual
midfield position for East Grinstead Hockey Club U12s
squad. Her team won all the pool games as well as the
semi-final and the final. I am delighted to say that this
meant Rachel's team won the overall Sussex
championship. Ironically, her team played the winners
of pool B in the final, which happened to be another
East Grinstead Hockey Club squad, so it was a great
testament for East Grinstead Hockey Club having both
their teams in the Sussex finals. It was a long, cold and
occasionally very wet day, but all the hard work paid off
and Rachel was the highest goal scorer in her team for
the day.

Layney (Yr 2) took part in the Tunbridge Wells
dance festival in the half term and came 4th place.
She did so well! Well done Layney!

We are very proud of Amari (Yr 2) who has written
and published his very own book! He has written a
story about two penguins on a mission to save
humans who were stranded in the Antarctic. The
children in his class have enjoyed it so much they
have asked for it to be read multiple times! Well
done Amari!

Success Stories

