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Our School
Copthorne Prep is a flourishing Independent Prep School with
approximately 350 boys and girls from the ages 2 to 13. The
school has grown by over 80% within the last 10 years. Children are
prepared for Public School Scholarships or Common Entrance to the
highest of standards. Last year over 68% of our Year 8 children were
awarded Scholarships or Awards to a variety of local Senior Schools.
The school is located close to the A264 between Crawley and
East Grinstead, five miles from Gatwick Airport. The school has
spacious grounds together with 55 acres of woodland belonging
to the School.
Copthorne was founded as a Boys Preparatory School in 1902. It
became a Charitable Trust in 1976 and in 1980 girls were admitted
for the first time. It is now fully coeducational. The Nursery was
opened in September 1997 for children aged from 3 years, although
children are now accepted from 2 years old and 48 weeks a year
care is offered. The Head of the Pre-Prep is a member of the
Senior Leadership Team and responsible to the Head. The PrePrep department is an integral part of the school and key to the
recruitment and retention of pupils.
The school offers full, weekly and flexi boarding which suits overseas
parents as well as busy local parents who can allow their children to
live in school during the week but have them home for the weekends
enjoying the best of both worlds. Flexi (hotel) boarding is also a
popular option.
Copthorne Prep has a strong academic reputation locally in the
community as well as with the Senior Schools. The last ten years has
seen an average of over 50% of our leavers awarded Scholarships
and/or awards (Music, Art, Academic, Sport, ICT, Chess and AllRounder). For the last ten years, 100% of our Year 8 children have
been accepted into their first choice Senior schools.
The Head is supported by a Senior Leadership Team, which currently
comprises of the Deputy Head (Director of Teaching & Learning,
the Director of Wellbeing, the Head of the Pre-Prep School and the
Bursar. There is a professional and dedicated teaching staff of 32
that compliments this management structure and there are loyal
domestic, catering and maintenance staff.
The school underwent an integrated ISI inspection in April 2015.
We were delighted with the report that judges the school to be
“excellent” in 12/13 categories and “good” in the other. A copy of
the report is available on the school web site.

Our History
The building now known as Copthorne Preparatory School was
originally built as a private dwelling called Emsworth House, and
was owned by the Kensington Family. Mr Edward Kensington was a
wealthy advertising agent who retired to Copthorne in 1888. He died
in 1895 at the age of just 55 years following a period of ill health.

Newspapers of the time report that ‘Copthorne and neighbourhood
lost a valued resident and the poor inhabitants especially a kind and
generous benefactor’.
In 1897, Emsworth House became a temporary home for Twyford
School whilst their own buildings were reconstructed. Copthorne was
then founded by Mr Bernard H. Rendall in September 1902 as a boys’
school. He was the brother of the then Headmaster of Winchester
College, and the school was originally designed as a feeder school
for Winchester. Copthorne Preparatory School began with just 9 boys.
Part of the original building that was initially used as an observatory,
complete with tower, was converted into a Chapel for the school
and was dedicated by the Bishop of Lewes on 20 October 1910. Dr
Edward Wilson, who was the brother-in-law of the first Head, was a
member of the ill-fated 1910 Terra Nova expedition to the Antarctic,
led by Captain Scott and there is a photograph and a stained glass
window in the Chapel in his memory.
In 2002 the school celebrated its Centenary with a Ball and a series
of events at the school and links with alumni remain strong.
The present Headmaster, Mr Chris Jones, started at the school in
September 2005. Under his leadership, the school has continued
to expand and he has overseen improvements and additions to the
buildings in the Nursery, Pre-Prep and Prep School.
The school is now predominantly a day school, although some
children take advantage of the weekly and flexi-boarding
opportunities that are still available. The school prides itself on the
10/11 year journey that it now offers from the first tentative steps
into the Nursery to the confident pupils, who have made full use of
the opportunities afforded to them and achieved their potential in so
many ways by the time they leave us. In the tradition of the school,
scholarship success continues, not these days to Winchester, but
more often to one of the numerous Public Schools that exist in close
proximity to Copthorne.

The School Structure
The ethos at Copthorne Prep School is that children are unique
and every child deserves a school that is dedicated to developing
individual abilities and confidence. We offer our boys and girls
the very best all round education together with a stimulating
range of sports and activities. There is more to a great education
than just academia.
This structured approach gives every one of our children the freedom
to learn and grow within a safe nurturing environment. To achieve
this, a close partnership is established between each child and their
teacher while ensuring that our class sizes remain small at around 18
children. Our commitment to providing exceptional pastoral care is
also reflected in the strong sense of community that children enjoy
at the school, coupled with a culture that encourages trust, tolerance
and achievement.

Every Child Counts
We understand how important nursery education is to a child’s
development; it’s where they take their first steps on a life-long
journey of learning. This is why we created the Coach House
Nursery, a bright and cheerful environment where children take part
in a tailored educational programme that is absorbing, challenging
and most importantly, fun.
We offer a range of activities guided by our specialist staff.
Children can socialise with their new friends in the all-weather
playground, excavate in an enormous sandpit or scale climbing
frames. Better still, we regularly take the children on walks across
the school grounds and through our woods so they can explore
the great outdoors.
We have brought together an exceptional team of staff who teach
a rounded curriculum designed to identify and develop each child’s
unique talents and abilities. From core subjects including English
and Maths to Art and Design, Copthorne Prep School offers
opportunities which embrace all aspects of educational life.

School’s robust financial position has enabled it to invest in an exciting
Capital Development Programme. In recent years, this has included
the construction of new classrooms, ICT suites, the refurbishment
of the Nursery, science labs, art room, kitchen and dining space,
car parks, and the introduction of a new home economic room.
The successful candidate will take on responsibility for the future
development of their specific area of expertise.
The latest accounts can be downloaded from Companies House.

Links with Parents
There is an active parents’ committee - The Friends of Copthorne
- which provides social events for the social community as well as
raising funds. These events have included quiz nights, race nights,
balls, Christmas shopping events, an annual fete as well as ad-hoc
barbecues. The parent reps get together once a term to pass on
praise and concerns to key members of staff.
Communication with our parents is happy, open and constructive.

Admissions and Marketing

We place academic education at the centre of school life but
also understand how vital it is for children to experience activities
outside the classroom. At Copthorne, a wide range of sports and
clubs are available to pupils through our sports grounds, allweather courts and indoor swimming pool. From hockey and tennis
to kayaking and climbing, Copthorne’s extensive facilities allow
every one of our children to discover enriching pursuits that will suit
their developing abilities and interests.

The Registrar manages all aspects of the enquiry, application and
joining process. This will include individual tours, assessments
and taster days. Currently, there is a waiting list for some of our
year groups.

Away from sport, children can enjoy taking part in a number of
other inspiring activities including drama, dance, music concerts
and more. Our aim is to encourage all our pupils to participate in
activities that both educate and stimulate.

Grounds, Buildings and Facilities

Within the Prep School our approach to the children’s education
ensures that staff continually monitor and assess each pupil’s
performance, individually tailoring the curriculum to play to their
strengths while addressing any particular educational need.
This focus on academic rigour has seen huge gains. Over the
past decade, 100% of Year 8 children have gained entry into their
first choice senior school; of these over 50% have been awarded
scholarships. It’s a track record of which we and our pupils are
extremely proud.
Learning support is available to meet the needs of all our children
throughout the School.
We want our children to become fully-rounded members of society,
able to contribute in any situation confidently, work as part of a
team, and have a keen sense of right and wrong. ... departing as
confident young adults with exciting futures and lasting friendships.
We care passionately about the children at Copthorne Prep School
and we encourage our pupils to be the very best they can be.
Our goal? To help children realise their full potential so when they
leave, they will be ready to engage with the world wherever their
lives may take them.

Governance, Leadership and Management
There are currently ten members of the Governing Board,
possessing a range of relevant skills and experience, including
education, finance, property, marketing, engineering, investment
and medicine. There are two parent Governors as well as several
governors who are past parents. The Governors are well-informed
and extremely committed to the School and its ethos.

The School’s Financial Position
The School has a strong financial management and governance and
successfully achieves its strategy of good financial sustainability. The

The Marketing team (liaising with Admissions) manages a wide
range of activities and publications including website, Open
Mornings, PR, advertising, management of the school’s social
media, prospectus and internal marketing.

Copthorne Prep School is situated on the Surrey/ West Sussex
border and is surrounded by 55 acres of playing field and
woodland. The two main sporting areas boast three cricket pitches
and five football and rugby pitches. The all-weather surface
provides space for three netball courts and four hard tennis courts.
Plans for an astro pitch are currently in progress.
The main classroom block was commissioned in 1996 and houses
the main teaching areas for the Prep School. It includes two science
labs, one of our IT suites and eight light and airy classrooms.
The Special Educational Needs Department is also located in this
building and makes use of three dedicated rooms for 1 to 1 tuition.
Converted from the original school gymnasium, the theatre
provides an intimate atmosphere for the numerous plays, concerts
and lectures held during the school year. Tiered seating and
modern lighting and sound systems all add to the audience’s
enjoyment and allow pupils to experience a taste of professional
theatre.
The modern sports hall houses a tennis court, netball court, four
badminton courts and two cricket nets. Recently refurbished and
extended it also now boasts a dance studio and viewing gallery.
The sports hall is used throughout the week for PE lessons and
Games coaching. It is also used for a wide variety of after school
clubs and activities.
Our covered swimming pool, together with the addition of
changing rooms, safety flooring and ambient heating allows year
round use of this superb facility. All pupils from Reception to Year
8 benefit from regular swimming lessons. The pool is also used for
competitive galas, life saving courses, kayaking and sub-aqua.
The Chapel was converted in the early 1900’s and daily acts of
worship are held. The Bell Tower was extended and the clock and
bells added in 1919 in remembrance of those Copthorne Old Boys
who lost their lives in the First World War.

Mission Statement
Copthorne Prep School has developed an outstanding reputation for helping children
to realise their full potential. By providing opportunities for all to succeed, children
leave us as confident individuals, well prepared for their progression to senior schools
of their choice. We inspire all our pupils to become lifelong learners, responsible
global citizens and the very best that they can be.
We strive to:•

Instil a desire for excellence in all areas of learning, celebrating effort as well as achievement

•

Offer a well-considered, stimulating curriculum which provides opportunities for children to
be challenged, to be curious and to develop as independent learners

•

Support talented and enthusiastic staff who seek to enable children to fulfil their potential

•

Provide a nurturing environment where all children are happy, valued and encouraged to
develop as individuals

•

Develop a strong sense of school community that is kind, inclusive and reflects the increasingly
diverse and international dimension of school life

•

Provide strong pastoral care based on traditional Christian values of mutual respect towards all
members of the community

•

Develop a partnership with pupils, parents and staff to promote a culture of trust, ambition
and high achievement

Put very simply our mission is to
Develop Confidence
Provide Opportunity
Realise Potential

We encourage all members of the Copthorne Prep Community to be
Confident
Enthusiastic
Respectful
Tolerant
Kind
Honest

Diligent
Polite
Loyal
Responsible
Friendly
Curious

Based on the ideal that
“We treat others the way we would like to be treated”
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