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A WORD FROM THE HEAD
Welcome to Copthorne Prep School, an IAPS co-educational school set in
55 acres of beautiful countryside on the Surrey/Sussex border. Our mission
is to develop confidence, provide opportunity and realise the potential in
every child, from the part-time two year old Nursery youngster to the full-time
teenage boarder.
We recognise the trust that every parent places in us when they choose
Copthorne for their son or daughter and take enormous pride in the levels of
pastoral care provided to all our children. A child’s well-being is a priority in
any school, but nowhere more so than in a school which offers boarding as an
integral part of its make-up.
It is this ethos that pervades everything we do at Copthorne Prep, ensuring that
our school is truly a home from home for all the children in our care. ‘House
Parents’ in residence, Mr and Mrs Ansboro (parents themselves), live in the
boarding house in a self-contained flat with Martyn Ansboro teaching through
the day, running clubs in the evening and ensuring the security and comfort of
all the boarders at night.
The following pages will give you an overview of what it is like at Copthorne
Prep, but in truth, there is no substitute for seeing (and trying) it for yourself.
We would like to extend an open invitation to all parents to come and visit and,
to your children, to try boarding at one of our trial boarding nights.

Chris Jones
Headmaster, Copthorne Preparatory School

COPTHORNE PREP SCHOOL
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COPTHORNE PREPARATORY SCHOOL
Copthorne Preparatory School was established in 1902 with just nine boys and
a singularity of purpose: preparing well rounded children for an education at
Winchester College. Since then, the school has grown considerably, equipping
enquiring young minds with the necessary wherewithal for an education at premier
independent schools in the South East and beyond: Ardingly, Brighton College,
Caterham, Christ’s Hospital, Hurst, Whitgift and Worth to name but a few.
Over the last five years, an average of 60% of our Year 8 children have received
scholarships and awards to their first choice schools … a remarkable achievement
for a small school but one we believe is due to the commitment and care shown by
staff to each and every child during their time at Copthorne Prep.
Currently welcoming 350 boys and girls of different nationalities, we enjoy
a remarkable cultural diversity which is celebrated throughout the school,
developing deep-rooted friendships, understanding and mutual respect
amongst peers.

“Copthorne has found the strengths in our children and enabled
them both to become successful scholars.”
(Parent of Year 8 leaver, 2016)
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Set in 55 acres of beautiful Sussex/Surrey countryside, the school is located
just 7 miles from London Gatwick Airport, 4 miles from Three Bridges railway
station and 2 miles from the M23 motorway. These travel links, as well as the
school’s proximity to London, make Copthorne Prep an ideal choice for those
wishing to benefit from the range of boarding options offered by the school.
COPTHORNE PREP SCHOOL
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A HOME FROM HOME

Copthorne Prep has extended hospitality to boarders on a formal and informal
basis since its inception in 1902. For many, boarding is an integral part of school
life, whilst for others, it is an opportunity to spend a night away from home in
the company of friends, in an environment that is welcoming, familiar and secure.
Boarding really defines who we are, and is the embodiment of that in which we
excel - pastoral care.
Boarding at Copthorne seeks to provide a home from home for your son or
daughter, creating a warm, welcoming and friendly atmosphere. Children can
relax and enjoy being with friends in a safe environment, as well as having
supervised time to do homework, extend their learning on collaborative projects
or practise their musical instruments. The evening activities are fun and vary from
week to week.
Parents leave their children in our care, confident that they will be looked after
well and that the resident staff will protect their interests and welfare. Boarding
is run on the principle that it should be as much like a child’s home as possible,
where good sense, good humour and mutual support abound.

“Your wonderful school has been a second home to our whole
family, and one in which we have all been so happy”.
(Parent of Year 8 leaver, 2017)

COPTHORNE PREP SCHOOL
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BOARDING OPTIONS
We run a range of options which include full, weekly and flexi boarding. Whichever
option you choose, your son or daughter will be assured of the same excellent
levels of care and support.
FULL BOARDING
For children whose parents live far afield, nationally or internationally, the full
boarding option may be the most suitable. An exciting programme of weekend
activities is on offer to our full boarders, and they are under the supervision of the
boarding House Parents, together with our other resident staff and Gap Students.
The school has two exeat weekends per term, as well as a half-term holiday; at
these times children can return home or be cared for by guardians.
WEEKLY BOARDING
Weekly boarding operates from Sunday night to Friday evening and meets the
needs of a wide range of parents who may live slightly further away, work long
hours or simply lead very busy lives. Children are well looked after during the week,
and parents have them home at the weekends for quality family time. (Staff collect
and deliver our weekly boarders from/to London Victoria or Gatwick railway station
on Sunday and Friday evenings, ensuring secure transport arrangements).
FLEXI BOARDING
Flexi boarding enables children to book in, as and when the need arises (subject
to availability!) This is a popular choice after late returns from sports fixtures or
play rehearsals as well as a very convenient solution for parents who occasionally
have to work away from home or cannot collect in the evening. Flexi boarding
also provides a turnover of children within the boarding house, promoting social
mobility, familiarity and friendships across year groups.

“You are never alone when you are boarding,
it is just so much fun!”
(Current Year 7 boarder)

10

Copthorne-Brochure-Boarding-4.indd 10

25/09/2017 09:18

COPTHORNE PREP SCHOOL

Copthorne-Brochure-Boarding-4.indd 11

11

25/09/2017 09:18

12

Copthorne-Brochure-Boarding-4.indd 12

25/09/2017 09:19

A CULTURE OF CARING
When choosing a school, you will of course want to ensure it will suit your child,
especially in their formative years. It is important therefore that our ethos and
our approach to pastoral care match your expectations of what a modern prep
school should be delivering.
It is our belief that, with the right support, happy children will achieve
everything they are capable of achieving. Our teachers are here to help your
child develop their talents to the best of their abilities.
All staff are completely focussed on getting to know the children in our care,
and you, their parents. Pastoral care issues are managed by your child’s tutor,
who liaises daily with boarding staff. The tutor undertakes the twice daily
registration, as well as ensuring that the day-to-day routine is adhered to and
that children are organised and ready for the school day.
At Copthorne we pride ourselves on the level of pastoral care we offer and the
fulfilment of our mantra ‘Every child counts’. Our staff genuinely go the extra
mile for pupils and parents to ensure that we have children who feel valued,
respected and above all happy.

“The arrangements for boarders’ welfare and
safeguarding are excellent.”
(ISI Inspection, May 2015)

COPTHORNE PREP SCHOOL
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Copthorne Preparatory School
Effingham Lane
Copthorne
West Sussex
RH10 3HR
01342 712311
admissions@copthorneprep.co.uk
www.copthorneprep.co.uk

Located just 7 miles from
London Gatwick and 4 miles
from Three Bridges railway
station, Copthorne Preparatory
School is well served by major
road, rail and air networks.

COPTHORNE PREP SCHOOL
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