NEWSLETTER
FRIDAY 11 SEPTEMBER
Use of face coverings by parents
Given the increased numbers testing positive for Covid and the additional restrictions on social
gatherings the Government have announced this week, I now think it is prudent for the school to
enforce a “face masks for all parents” policy, if they exit their cars for any reason, at drop off or
collection.
We have a number of vulnerable parents and grandparents within the Copthorne Community and
we all have a duty of care to protect everyone.
Please ensure that from Monday, you do now wear a mask if you exit your vehicle; that you
maintain social distancing between each other and my staff; that you demonstrate high levels of
personal hygiene (coughing/sneezing into a tissue or your elbow); and that you do not loiter on the
school site any longer than absolutely necessary. As the car parks are always busy, we hope to
encourage parents to “drop and go” in the mornings, and “grab and go” in the evenings, to keep
the cars flowing and free up spaces for others. Whilst the Asphalt car park fills frequently around
4.30pm and again at 5.15pm, there is always space by the mound for parents to park, and walk
(wearing a mask) to collect children. Thank you for your support in this matter.

School Online Shop
We hope you are enjoying the new online shop service so far! We have recently had a big delivery of
hoodies, red polos and other items so please take a look if you are still looking for uniform.

Virtual Quiz Night
Thank you to those who filled out the Quiz Night Questionnaire. Apologies for the late notice but we
have decided to reschedule the quiz for a later date as we need more time to prepare and will let
parents know once a date has been confirmed.

Staff News
It is with great sadness that I inform parents that Mrs Lorraine Joad (SENCO) will be leaving
Copthorne at the end of the month after a very long and successful 12 year association with the
school, the last 6 of which as Head of Learning Support. We are currently advertising for a suitably
qualified full or part-time SENCO who can start as soon as possible, but in the meantime, all
Learning Support lessons will continue as scheduled, and either Mr Close or I will help to oversee
the Department until a suitable replacement can be found. I am sure you would all wish to join me
in thanking her for her very important contribution to life at Copthorne over the last 12 years.

Pre-Prep & Nursery school day
Children are welcome into the buildings from 8.00am every morning, to tie in with the Prep School.
However, registration is not until 8.25am, so please do not worry if you are not here on the dot of
8.00am! The traffic does seem to be settling down, and most children are using the Kiss & Drop
system … well done!

Form Captains

House Stars

Newton 3
Sale 4
Rendall 1
Workman 5

Boarding
Fun first
weekend in
boarding by
the lovely sea
at Lancing!

Success Story
Caelan has won the Cottesmore Nett Junior Club Championship
(27 Holes) with scores of:
Gross 83 (Griffin Course) + Gross 36 (Phoenix Course) = 119
Gross
Nett 66 (Griffin Course) + Nett 27 (Phoenix Course) = 93
Nett.
He was 12 under par Nett versus his handicap and his handicap
now moves to 14.7.
Well done Caelan!

Prep
Science
This week in Science Year 3
have been learning about
some of the organs in the
body and where they are
located. We had great fun
creating some life size
diagrams!

PSHE
In PSHE this week Year 4 learnt
that there are chemicals in our
brains that make us feel happy.
The fantastic news is that there
are things we can do to trigger our
brains to release these ‘feel-good’
chemicals! The children listed the
things that bring them happiness!
Science
Year 4 have been learning about
the different parts of the digestive
system. Emily did a great job of
modelling the digestive system for
everyone!

History
Year 6 have been learning
about the Maya people this
week. Their task in class was
to draw out where the Maya
civilisation was... as well as
find out where the other
central American countries
are situated!

Drama
Y7+8 Drama activity got off to an
exciting start, playing Pop-Up
Storybook. Several budding thespians
arrived ready to make a scene!

Geography
What a relief! Year 8 are relieved to be back at
school and were brushing up their OS Map
skills looking at Relief this week

Science
The Year 8’s had an exciting Science lesson
experimenting on plants for their current topic:
photosynthesis. Their task was to check if the
plants contained starch, a substance produced
during the process. They did this by boiling the
plants in alcohol, breaking down the chlorophyll
and covering them with iodine. Iodine is an
indicator that turned the plants black in the
presence of starch! It was exciting to watch the
plants change in colour!

Climbing frame
Mr Lee has set a brand
new climbing route on the
tower. With a second
purple route on the way
and the traverse wall also
being re-set soon, climbing
is as fun as ever!

Pre-Prep & Nursery
Stars of the Week
As we now have 2 Friday Assemblies with Nursery Oaks as part of the EYFS group, the children
from Oaks class will also have a nominated Star of the Week each Friday! The first Stars of the
Week for this term are as follows:
Oaks
Rec AH
Rec JD
Yr 1 JB
Yr 1 S/PS
Yr 2 HA
Yr 2 DP

Lily
Joshua A
Julia S
Rupert
Bertie
Jensen
Hongqi

Excellent settling in to her new school
Beautiful letter formation
Trying her hardest to learn her sounds
Great start in Year 1 and excellent effort with writing
Excellent attitude to learning
Great attitude towards all his work
Good concentration and excellent place value work

Good Manners Table
Well done to all the children who sat at the Good Manners Table with Mrs Swadling this
week. The following children were all praised for their ‘pleases’ and ‘thank yous’:
Yr 1 JB
Yr 1 S/PS
Yr 2 HA
Yr 2 DP

Anastasia
Alfred
Freya
Daniel
Charlie
Henry

Oaks have been making their own
sparkly, feathery crowns to link with the
theme of Around The World, with this
week being about the United Kingdom.
They have been making the most of the
lovely sunny weather and playing together
in the sandpit which has had a makeover
in the summer break. The children also
thoroughly enjoyed their first swimming
lesson of the term, with very few tears and
much splashing!
The children moving up from Acorns class
into Oaks class this term have been joined
by some new friends. All seem to have
settled really well and the other children
made them feel very welcome.

Acorns class have been learning
about the colour Red this week. We
also enjoyed playing outside, visiting
the horses, circle time and lots of
messy play!

Reception
We had fun in Forest School
making ephemeral art
depicting the best of our
holiday. The children have
settled in well in Reception
and have quickly rekindled
their friendships!

Year 1
To introduce this half term's topic ‘My World’, we started this
week by looking at 'Ourselves’.
In Literacy we talked about things that we like and dislike
and then wrote a few sentences on each. Broccoli seems to
be well liked! Mrs Barham really loved all the extra details
her children used to add interest to their sentences:
Erin: I like mummy because she looks after me.
Finley: I like Chelsea playing against Liverpool.
Annika: I dislike Chelsea because it is the worst team in
the world!
Mrs Shepherd and Mrs Penrose-Smith were really
impressed by the use of descriptive words which made
the sentences more interesting to read:
Isla: I like fluffy baby lambs.
Bertie: I dislike sticky hands.
Annabel

Lottie: I dislike brussel sprouts. They are so disgusting.
The children also added beautiful illustrations to their sentences. In Science we had a cutting and
sticking activity where we labelled parts of the body. At home you could play ‘Simon says’ to continue
the theme! In Humanities we talked about where we live and then made passports and wrote our own
addresses inside.

Year 2
Year 2 have had a busy week
getting familiar with their new
maths resources as they are
following a new scheme. They
have also been learning about
food and what is healthy and
unhealthy. Their task was to sort
the different kinds of food ... but of
course some overlap!
Willow was the first to lose a tooth
this week! They grow up so fast!
Captain Pots and Air Stewardess
Pinney stamped the Year 2
passports as they boarded the
Magic Aeroplane. The stories we
wrote about our magical journeys
are inspiring!
The children have also been
practising their architecture design
skills and created 3D models of
the school!

