NEWSLETTER
FRIDAY 15 MAY 2020

Dear Parents,
Further to my email earlier in the week, we are putting plans together
for a phased return to school after half term, although there is much to
consider and contemplate, especially as government advice relating to
social distancing in schools is somewhat at loggerheads with its advice
on social distancing in other workplaces!
However, in the next few days we will be sending out a letter and survey to parents of children in
Nursery, Reception and Year 1 (and a different survey to Year 6) to try to get a feel for the numbers of
children who may return, so we can plan staffing levels appropriately. We will also need to know how
many Key Worker children we might expect, as that will influence staffing levels as well.
The situation in Year 6 is complicated, as unlike state schools we do not class teach in Year 6, and it is
going to be impossible to provide a normal experience for those in this year group who return to
school, whilst still catering for those that don’t and everyone in Year 5, 7 and 8 who will continue with
remote learning. One solution may be that they attend school, but continue with the remote work set
by staff, as the key worker children are doing, but final details will be circulated soon.
Parental feedback on remote learning seems remarkably positive, but as always, do let me know if you
do not agree. Mr Close is planning on making some minor but important alterations to the timetable
for after half term to ease pressure on pupils (and staff). Simple things like putting Games at the end
of every day, will make life easier for everyone.
As I have already told the children in Assembly, I feel particularly sorry for Year 8, who are missing out
on many aspects of their traditional “Enrichment Programme”. The government are keen to get all
primary children back to school before the end of the term, so my next big hope is that we will be in a
position to accept everyone else back to school on Monday 22 June for the last two weeks, so we can
give all those leaving the school the send-off they deserve.
Copthorne’s Got Talent – please send your video clips into newsletter@copthorneprep.co.uk. The
deadline is the end of the day on Monday 18th May.
Enjoy the weekend!

National Thank a Teacher Day
On Wednesday 20 May, we are celebrating teachers, senior leaders, support staff and all those
working in education settings who are making a difference to their schools and communities during
the coronavirus outbreak. The Department for Education is working in partnership with the Teaching
Awards Trust which has produced a set of resources including a Thank a Teacher toolkit containing
graphics, images and frames for social media that you’re free to use. The Thank a Teacher Toolkit is
available here:
https://thankateacher.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Thank-a-Teacher-Day-2020-Tool-Kit.pdf

Sports Day
Next Friday would normally be our
Sports Day – one that we all look forward to. Although
we can’t have it in the same way this year, we have opted
to run a series of events across the day as a
‘Virtual Sports Day’.
This means there will be no formal lessons, but a variety
of activities and challenges taking place over the course
of the day that will mean your children will be active and
busy enjoying themselves all day. Keep your eyes peeled
for further details coming out over the course of next
week. Pre-Prep children are also encouraged to get
involved!

Missing Race Day?
iRace is a great way to stay connected
with your running community and you
can start from your front door and
run any route.
First race is this weekend: May 17th 5K, 10K, Half Marathon 10am
For more information please visit:
http://www.chiptiminguk.co.uk/irace

You are all superstars!
We hope you have received your stars in the post that Mrs Lee and Mrs Swadling
sent out this week!

MILLIE TO THE RESCUE!
When Ethan’s Dad collapsed late one evening, it seemed likely that he might lie semi-conscious
on the floor until everyone woke up the following morning. That looked as it was going to happen
until one young member of the family took action.
After a busy day, Ethan climbed the stairs to his bedroom and fell into a deep sleep; his Mum
followed a little later, leaving Ethan’s Dad to do some paperwork in the study downstairs.
When he decided to go to bed too, Ethan’s Dad felt a little bit dizzy and lay down on the couch to
recover. Feeling a little better, he walked into the hall where he felt so unwell that he collapsed,
semi-conscious on the hard wooden floor.
Since everyone else was upstairs and already asleep, it looked more than likely that help would
not come until many hours later when everyone woke up at breakfast time, that is, until the
youngest member of the family decided to sound the alarm.
Millie, the Springer Spaniel, although only 6 months old, sensed that something was not right and
began to bark for help. In a few minutes Ethan’s Mum woke up and, coming down to see what
was going on, saw Ethan’s Dad on the floor and immediately called an ambulance.
The ambulance arrived within minutes and Ethan’s Dad was taken to hospital where he was
treated by the emergency team there and was able to return home next day.
But for Millie, who knows how things might have turned out? As Ethan said later, ‘Millie is now our
super rescue dog and the best dog in town’. That is an opinion held by everyone in the family!

Nursery
Ella sorted coloured buttons and then
put them in water to freeze, she
investigated different ways to get the
buttons out.
Freddie was very excited to be chosen
as the helper of the day.
Dylan had a wonderful 4th Birthday complete with balloon fun and a
birthday tea party outside.
Joshua has been using step by step
instructions to help him draw all by
himself - look at his beautiful elephant!

Edward was a magician for the
day,
Suraya made some lovely
bunting,
Immie was busy decorating
minibeasts.

Nursery
Oaks classes have been continuing to
learn their phonics enthusiastically.
They learn a new sound each day and
complete a task to link with that letter
sound.
Euan from Oaks and Aiden year 2
made a small volcano erupt to link
with the letter ‘e’.
Noah from Oaks has been busy
learning how to ‘cut hair’ this week.
This was to link with the letter ‘h’.

Zachary from Oaks set up his own restaurant and designed his
menu. He took orders from his ‘customers ‘ (mummy and daddy)
and helped prepare the food. His mummy was delighted with
her pizza!
Anya in Oaks drew a lovely picture of her friends to link with the
letter ‘f’.
She also created her own heart house to link with ‘h’. She drew,
cut and coloured by herself.

Pre-Prep
Our topic in Reception has been flutter and fly and we have been looking
at symmetry and the life cycle of butterflies. Joshil and Harry made
symmetrical butterflies and Joshil also dressed up as the very hungry
caterpillar.
In Maths we continued repeating patterns and encouraged the children
to make their own. Khush has made his own repeating pattern using
magnetic shapes.

Evangelina made a
beautiful butterfly
life cycle,
Ore made a paper
plate butterfly in Art
and Alfred created
repeating patterns
in Maths.

Elliott made up his
own repeating
patterns with objects
from the kitchen and
created his own
symmetrical butterfly
painting.
Lottie created her
butterflies out of playdoh.

Pre-Prep
Year 1
children were
asked to
order the
countries
around the
world
alphabetically
and here Kian
is finding
them all!

Sandro
enjoying
Forest
school

Phoebe
getting
ready for
her Art
lesson!

The children in Year
1 had the task to
create a flower on
the computer. Look
at these beautiful
designs! These are
from Aidan, Max and
Millie.
Year 2 have been busy making flapjacks whilst learning about measuring in g and kg...

Prep School
These two screen shots are from some of the Year 6
news reports on the death of King Duncan. These
groups even got dressed up to really get into
character.
One person was the news reporter, reporting for the
BBC (Best British Copthorne) News, while the others
were the eyewitnesses who either saw or heard
something suspicious.

John has been creating beautiful music using
water and wine glasses! It was in preparation for
his local 1s Burstow Cubs/Beavers and Scout
group last week.

In History this week Year 4
were set the challenge of
creating their own Viking
Longboat made from
materials they could find
around the house!

Prep School
Jemima decided to do all 3 papers on reflected shapes and
colour them in. She then went a step further and coloured
Cs as rainbows for the NHS complete with NHS logos!

Noah played his electric guitar
for the NHS. Lucky neighbours!
Felix designed a bug catching
device for Science

Arthur used a beating sheet technique to discover which
bugs live in his garden for Science.
Year 7 had to make pooters to suck the insects up, and
have completed a survey of garden birds.

This week Year 4 looked at Water
Safety in PSHE. Here are some great
posters they have made.

VE DAY

Thank you to everyone who sent in their photos for
VE Day last week!

Thank you to Helen
(mum of Isla and
Sadie) who sent in
this photo of the very
first VE Day which Isla
and Sadie's grandma
attended. She's 3 yrs
old and a bit shy but
can just be seen
middle row with a
pom pom on her hat!

