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Dear Parents,
Well done to everyone for making it through to half term still
smiling, still learning and still sane, although even Joe Wicks has
admitted to drinking far more alcohol than usual during lockdown!!
The children deserve huge credit for becoming far more
independent and quicker at touch typing. As I have said before,
these life skills – independence, creativity, self-motivation,
problem solving, research, presentation, communication, collaboration,
resilience and determination – skills that I hope have come to the fore during lockdown, will be far
more important in their future lives than the simple pursuit of knowledge to pass exams.
Parents have also done a wonderful job and are all now expert jugglers, having managed to
successfully combine a multitude of different hats hopefully without dropping any! I am simply in
awe of my teaching staff, who have consistently delivered a first class remote learning
programme, notwithstanding the technical difficulties, and as many of you have done already, I
would wish to pass on my thanks to them in this very public way.
I would also like to say a big “thank you” to Jim Meldrum, father of Lewis in Year 7 (and older expupils Elliott and Jamie) who has provided my staff with considerable technical advice over the last
few months. His expertise has enabled staff to embrace the Teams technology and up-skill
themselves far more quickly than many thought possible.
I hope everyone enjoyed Sports Day today. A huge well done to all the children (and parents) who
got totally involved in the event and a special vote of thanks to Liam Gallagher and Darren Carrick,
who masterminded the whole programme. Copthorne’s Got Talent produced a number of
excellent entries, so many in fact that we had to produce 3 compilation videos. Michelle Mochi,
our Marketing Manager, also deserves a big thank you for her constant work with all our online
presence over the last few weeks!
Enjoy half term ….
Best wishes

Copthorne Prep Sports Day
Well done to all the pupils that took part today! Here are just a few highlights!

National Thank a Teacher Day
It was National Thank a Teacher Day on 20 May, thank you to all the parents who
expressed their gratitude and sent photos, emails and shared messages on social
media!

Nursery

Hatty and Maddy found a caterpillar in their garden which they thought
might like to stay at their bug hotel.
Celina enjoyed a lovely family bike ride through the woods.
Khadijat setup her own shop, selling food to her family and working out
how much money to charge them.
Oisean exploring senses and mark making at the beach.
Emma wrote some lovely coloured ‘ch’ sounds.

Zachary found items beginning with the ‘sh’ sound and making a
‘shadow puppet’ with his hands outside.
Noah made a sheep mask to link with the sound ‘sh’
Anya made a beautiful Rainbow with skittles and warm water.
Euan directed his own show with his puppet theatre.
Nikolas has been very busy practising writing his letters on his
whiteboard.

Reception this week looked at odd and even numbers and ‘15’ was
our number of the week. Alexander cut out pictures of Numicon and
sorted them into odd and even numbers. He also explored adding
odd and even numbers together. Ollie found different ways to make
15p using different coins.
As well as going on spider web hunts, the children developed their
hand and eye coordination by weaving their very own spider webs.
They also drew round their hands to make Incy Wincy spiders!

The Year 1 children sequenced the Rainbow fish story, wrote it in
their own words and then went on to make their own Rainbow fish
for their art task, remembering to only give their fish one shiny scale,
so it was a happy fish with friends...

Pre-Prep

Pre-Prep
Here is some of the literacy work from
Year 2: the children had to make up their
own comics, setting up the scene and
taking a picture to use in their comic.

Year 1 were challenged to find objects from around
their garden and to put them into alphabetical
order. This is Charlie’s brilliant work.

Year 2 have been having a blast with their
Science experiments making their
balloons launch and seeing how far they
go!

Year 2 also had the task of making
something to improve our natural
environment… Here is Maddy hard at
work making a bug hotel! Great work
Maddy!
Ilyes has made a wonderful butterfly
feeder using string and plates... lucky
butterflies!

Prep School
Year 3 have been looking at Gods
and Goddesses along with other
stories from Greek mythology.
Olivia has been so inspired by the
work we have been doing she has
made her own booklet. Well done
Olivia!

This week in outdoor
science Year 4 were
set the task of
designing and
making their own
bird feeders. Here
are their wonderful
creations!

In English Year 4 had to imagine and
draw what Katherine Barlow from the
book 'Holes' would have looked like
when she was a teacher in Green Lake...
as well as when she turned into
Kissin' Kate Barlow - the outlaw after her
schoolhouse was burnt down and her
friend shot!

In maths this week Year 4 have been looking at the properties of 3D shapes.
They had to create 3D shapes using materials in their home! Lots used
cocktail sticks and playdough and some were very inventive!

Prep School

This term the Year 5's have been learning the words for parts of
the face as well as parts of the body. In order that they could
practise all the vocabulary they have created their own monsters
and have described them in Spanish. ¡Muy bien Year 5!

In English, Year 7 have been looking at
‘Fairy Tales re-told’.
We read through Roald Dahl’s poetry version of
Little Red Riding Hood, but decided he’d missed the
beginning and that we would write it for him. We
looked at the meter of the poem and tried to follow
Mr Dahl’s AABB structure. This is Arthur’s ‘Bit that
Roald Dahl missed!’. Great work Arthur!

Chess Update
Despite chess activities in the UK having moved online since early March this year,
Copthorne's Chess Club has continued to thrive with a combination of weekly
Wednesday tournaments and some 1:1 Skype and Zoom sessions to raise the standard
of our best pre-prep players from school club standard to county standard. Although all
chess clubs experienced a period of adjustment whilst learning to navigate the online
chess platforms, and they in turn upgraded their systems to cope with the surge in
online participation, the playing experience has greatly improved over recent weeks.
Sussex Junior Chess (SJC) began running online chess training sessions in late April and
although demand exceeds current capacity, I would encourage players/parents to try
and book sessions as they become available on the SJC website
(https://bookwhen.com/sussexjuniorchess#focus=ev-sc9k-20200521173000).
The first ever Sussex Juniors online tournament took place on Friday May 8th involving
over 100 players from across the county. It was wonderful to see 9 Copthorne children
among the 32 children that participated in the U11 Minors section, 3 of whom were
from pre-prep and playing their first ever county event. Copthorne dominated the
section with 5 of our players finishing in the top 8. A great tournament victory and full
house for Niamh G (5/5) with Aidan B (Year 2) finishing in 2nd place (4/5) in a manner
that will hopefully put the psychological frighteners on opponents from rival schools
such as Brighton College and Ardingly. Adi G also scored heavily (4/5) finishing in 3rd
place on progressives, whilst Copthorne alumnus Avyanna S finished 4th (4/5). Daniel AD had another good tournament finishing 8th (3/5), whilst the youngest competitor of all,
Zeel S from Year 1 more than doubled her performance target finishing 17th with 2/5.
Natalie V-H and Sorcha C played well and Samuel S (Year 2) successfully exceeded his
target score. The U18 Minors section saw Rafe C putting a marker down and finishing
6th with 3/5, whilst Taran S was obliged to play the enormously strong U18 Majors
section for the first time since winning the U18 Minors. This heavily subscribed section
contained around a dozen England players and Taran finished in the top half of the table
with a highly creditable 2.5/5 and securing the highest performance rating of the day.

Have a wonderful
break!

