NEWSLETTER
FRIDAY 27 NOVEMBER
Dear Parents,
Having spoken to many Year 6 parents this week, both Mr Close and I are encouraged by the positive
response we are hearing about Copthorne to 16 (GCSE). We are working hard behind the scenes to provide
more details of our exciting 16+ offer, in terms of strategic building plans and GCSE options. More details will
be available soon after Christmas, but I am happy to share my thoughts with anyone interested before then.
The Parents’ Evening software is working well, apart from the rather brutal automatic cut off at the end of the
allocated time slot. A reminder to parents with children in 5HH that their meeting is on Tuesday from 6.00pm.
Year 7 & 8 evenings are scheduled next term, together with another session planned for Year 3 & 4 parents.
The traditional Carol Service, usually a highlight of the term, is going to be filmed this year, with the link being
sent to parents so they can view it during the evening of Tuesday 15th December. The children will all have
the opportunity to watch it during that day.
Both the Reception and Year 1 & 2 Nativity Plays are also being filmed in socially distanced sections and then
edited together into mini films for mailing to parents; while Nursery Christmas Fun will be extracts from their
Christmas Fun Day on Tuesday 15th December.
Save the Children 'Christmas Jumper Day' is on Friday 11th December. Children may wear a Christmas jumper
and bring in £2 which will donated to the charity.
Have a nice weekend!
Chris Jones

Reverse Calendar Donations for 2 charities:
The Renewed Hope Charity (Redhill) &
Crawley Open House
Please can all children bring food, Christmas items (crackers,
tinsel) so that we can give to the people not as lucky as we are.
What is a reverse calendar?
Instead of taking something out of a calendar and giving a
chocolate to yourself, we should give homeless people
something to look forward to each day. This is where the
name reverse calendar comes from.
Where should we put our donations?
All Year 7 & 8 gifts will go to a box in Mr Bone's classroom in
the New Block.
All 5 & 6 gifts will go in a box in Mrs Hamps' class room.
All 3 & 4 gifts will go in a box in Mrs Litchfield’s classroom.
All Pre-Prep & Nursery donations will go in their year group
boxes.

Boarding
The boarders had a
fantastic weekend
making delicious cakes
and eating yummy
pizza - future Bake Off
Champions?

Blue Peter Badge
Michael (5HH) and Matthias (3HJ)
have both received their Blue
Peter Music badges, designed by
the one and only Ed Sheeran! And
congratulations to Avyanna who
has scooped 6 Blue Peter badges:
Sports, Music, Blue (appreciation
of others), Fan Club, Silver (writing
about a new activity) Green
(ecologically aware)!

Football T-Shirt Day
Students and staff alike got
into the spirit of
#footballshirtfriday last week.
Thank you to everyone who
joined in to help #kickcancer!
If you would still like to
donate, please click here.

Year 3
This week in Maths Year 3 have been using measure to help them
multiply and divide by 10 and 100. Some practical maths to bring it to
life!

Lost Property
Ruben S is missing
his black sports
jacket & Maya
(4TC) is missing a
black hoodie and
black coat. Both
are labelled.

Year 4
In English this week, Year 4 finished reading Charlotte’s Web. They were sad to learn that Charlotte the
spider passed away, so they wrote letters to thank her for saving Wilbur's life and teaching them some
valuable lessons! They also made their own ‘Wilbur’ and ‘Charlotte’ out of loo roll! In Geography, the
Year 4's learnt all about volcanoes and made a 3D volcanic cross section.

Year 5
Year 5 have been putting their architectural skills into practice in DT by making houses out of sticks
and paper. They had to carefully draw their designs first, then bring them to life! This is the last
week making houses... their next challenge is to make Christmas decorations... the coundown is on!

Year 6
In History, Year 6 have been learning about Pakal the Great who was only twelve years old when he
became ruler of Palenque. He ruled the city state for nearly 70 years. Pakal was given a spectacular
burial when he died, his funeral mask was made entirely from jade! Here are their designs! In DT,
they have been making coat hangers... here are some of their finished designs.

Year 7
Year 7 had an exciting Science lesson this week! They made a salt by reacting acid and metal. They
found this produced hydrogen and learned how to do the squeaky pop test. Year 7 & 8 also took
part in the #footballshirtfriday and proudly showed off their teams.

Year 8
This week in Science, Year 8 looked at a pig's lungs and heart to learn about the respiratory system.
They were surprised at how squashy and light the lungs are and how large and heavy the heart is! In
Maths, Year 8 started using protractors and Mrs Lee put their skills put to the test!

Prep
Good Manners Table
3HJ
3KP
4AH
4TC

Issy D
Aurelie K
Anastasia B
Jayden G
Max K

House Stars
Newton
Sale
Rendall
Workman

85
80
75
86

Reminder that it is
Christmas Jumper Day
on 11 December

Pre Prep & Nursery
Stars of the Week!
Oaks
Rec JD
Rec AH
Yr 1 JB
Yr1 SPS
Yr 2 HA
Yr 2 DP

Natasha
Emma
Andreas
Erin
Isla
Zak
Havana

Good explanations for ‘Word of the Day’
Trying her hardest and being interested in everything!
Good listening in Word Time and using his sounds well to blend
Finding the differences in numbers and thinking up corresponding word problems
Creative & interesting similes for Guy Fawkes
Trying particularly hard and reaching his targets
Excellent story writing about Marcello the Mouse and the Masked Ball!

Nursery

Acorns class played a fun colours game and
celebrated the end of their colours topic with a
week of rainbow based activities. They made
rainbow names, sang songs, threaded rainbow
pasta, made rainbow cakes and some beautiful
rainbow lanterns! We attempted to learn sign
language to sing the rainbow song with debatable
success! Oaks have been learning about the cold
and the Antarctic. They made an igloo in the
classroom thanks to some pegs, a sheet and the
outside weaving tunnels! Blaze the cat has been
coming into the Nursery to pay the children a visit
this week... this is her favourite spot.

Reception have finished learning all of their RWI Set 1 sounds and have
Reception
moved onto the next phase of literacy learning. We are the very proud
owners of new word boxes which our teachers will begin testing on Tuesday.
We also completed our first piece of independent writing using our phonetic knowledge and Fred
Fingers. In Forest school, we built dens and collected autumnal leaves in clear sacks to make our own
owls. It was fun but hard work and we were rewarded with hot chocolate in the woods. In Art we used
crayons and templates to create leaf rubbings as part of our Autumn leaves topic. In Maths, the
Numberblocks helped us firm up our number knowledge by taking them on a picnic and using visual
and practical maths up to number 8. Dough Disco remains a firm favourite with all of Reception
including the teachers, our hand muscles are getting stronger by the day.

We completed our Literacy work on Guy Fawkes this week by composing a
Year 1
‘wanted’ poster to include a description of Guy Fawkes. The children
thought of some super similes which made their writing much more interesting to read. Here are
some examples. Zoe- His top is big and fluffy like a princess' ball gown. Finlay- His T-shirt pattern is red
like lava. Harry- His beard is as hairy as a dog. Isla- His hair is a brown as bread. As we run up to
Christmas we learnt about the symbolism of advent candles and in Art we started preparing for our
nativity! Mrs Shepherd’s and Mrs Penrose-Smith’s class weaved silver stars and Mrs Barham’s class
made some pink paper cherry blossom flowers! We have also been practising our lines for the
Nativity in the theatre

Christmas Cards
If your child would like to give Christmas cards to the other children or the staff in the Pre Prep
and Nursery, then please can these be brought into school by Friday 11th December at the
latest so that they can be quarantined over the weekend ready to go home in the last week of
term.

Year 2

Year 2 have been busy making their masks for their
Masked Ball and using computers to create
invitations for next week's big event! They have also
been sharing their personal celebrations with their
classmates. Some children chose to talk about
Hallowe'en, their christening, Diwali, Christmas and
many more. We were so impressed with the
thoughtful questions that the children asked.

LIFE COACHING – The DISC Model of Human Behaviour: The ‘S’ Child
If you have read the previous weeks’ blogs, can you
tell which is your child’s ‘lead’ style? (we all tend to be
a ‘blend’ of DIS & C, but for ease, let’s just focus on
their most obvious traits).
So, your child might be a ‘S’ Style? – Steady, Stable,
Self-sacrificing, Sensitive, Supportive, likes the
status-quo, hates conflict and confrontation, a great
listener, calm, reliable, indecisive, gets on well with
most people, respectful of authority, sometimes
difficult to ‘read’ (they wear the ‘mask’ they think you
want to see and don’t want to bother you with their
woes), resists change and likes things to stay the
same? Parenting tip for a ‘S’ child: Your parenting
style will probably be determined by your personality style, but here are a few general tips... Do
not spring surprises on them: it takes the S child time to adapt to changes. Try to tell them in
advance. Use household routines: getting up, bedtimes, meal times etc. Consistency gives the S
child security and comfort.
Help your child to express themselves: S children are very sensitive but often hold feelings inside.
Ask about thoughts, feelings of particular events. Be a role model and talk about your emotions
and show them it is ok to be vulnerable and expressive.
Next week the C child....

